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stake; and therefore dare not to be so bold as to ad-
venture upon any such action. There were here of us
English, some fourteen thousand; in which number, there
were above twelve thousand better and stouter men than
tver I shall be: yet with the license of this princely
assembly, I dare hazard the breaking of a rapier,1 And
withal told him, *He is unworthy of the name of an
Englishman, that should refuse to fight with one man of
any nation whatsoever.' Hereupon my shackles were
knocked off; and my iron ring and chain taken from my
neck.
Room was made for the combatants; rapier and
dagger were the weapons. A Spanish champion pre-
sented himself, named Signior Tiago: when, after we
had played some reasonable good time, I disarmed him,
as thus, I caught his rapier betwixt the bars of my
poniard and there held it, till I closed with him; and
tripping up his heels, I took his weapons out of his hands
and delivered them to the Dukes.
I could wish that all you, my dear Countrymen, who
read this relation had either been there, without danger,
to have beheld us: or that he with whom I fought were
here in person, to justify the issue of that combat
I was then demanded, ' If I durst fight against an-
other? ' I told them, * My heart was good to adventure;
but humbly requested them to give me pardon, if I
refused.'
For to myself I too well knew that the Spaniard is
haughty, impatient of the least affront; and when he
receives but a touch of any dishonour, disgrace or blemish
(especially in his own country and from an Englishman),
his revenge is implacable, mortal and bloody.
Yet being by the noblemen pressed again and again,
to try my fortune with another; I (seeing my life in the
lion's paw, to struggle with whom for safety there was